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Welcome!
Dear readers,

Arlette Conzemius
Ambassador of Luxembourg to
Turkey

I am pleased to send you the second newsletter of the Embassy of Luxembourg in Ankara. Since
our last newsletter, Luxembourg has attracted worldwide media attention with two events, the
Royal Wedding and the election of Luxembourg to the United Nations Security Council. On 19th
and 20th October, Crown Prince Guillaume married Countess Stéphanie de Lannoy of Belgium.
On 18 October 2012, Luxembourg enjoyed a diplomatic success by securing a seat as a nonpermanent member of the UN Security Council for the mandate 2013-2014. You will find more
on these in our newsletter.
We will also bring you other news and information about Luxembourg. A most advanced ICT
environment in Luxembourg offers excellent business opportunities for many economic actors.
With its first-class infrastructure and telecommunication networks, and proximity to the major
European multimedia, communications and IT markets Luxembourg is the perfect gateway to
the ICT world. That is why you will find a special focus on ICT in our newsletter. You will also be
able to download our ICT brochure, which gives you more information on the field.
Enjoy our newsletter!
Please visit our website at: http://ankara.mae.lu,
Contact us at: Ankara.amb@mae.etat.lu
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NEWS
Royal Wedding in Luxembourg
On 19 and 20 October 2012 Luxembourg hosted a Royal Wedding. Grand Duke Henri’s son, 30 year
old Crown Prince Guillaume, married the 28 year old Countess Stéphanie de Lannoy, from Belgium.
The civil wedding ceremony took place in the afternoon at the Hotel de Ville, just a couple of hundred
meters from the Grand Ducal palace, and was followed by a gala banquet at the palace the same
evening. On Saturday morning, the religious wedding ceremony took place in the Notre-Dame
Cathedral of Luxembourg.
Read more…
Luxembourg elected to the Security Council for the mandate 2013-2014
On 18 October 2012, Luxembourg has been elected by the United Nations General Assembly as a
non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council for the mandate 2013-2014. Five
non-permanent seats had to be allocated. Argentina, Australia, the Republic of Korea and Rwanda
have also been elected. Luxembourg was elected in the second round of voting, where it obtained
131 votes. As of 1 January 2013, Luxembourg will serve for the first time in its history as a nonpermanent member on the Security Council. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Luxembourg Jean Asselborn took part in the election and warmly thanked all the Member States of
the United Nations for their support to Luxembourg’s candidature.
Read more…
Minister Schneider visits Mars Logistics
On 2 November 2012, H.E. Mr. Etienne Schneider Minister of the Economy and Foreign Trade of the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and Ambassador Arlette Conzemius visited Mars Logistics at the
company’s headquarters in Istanbul. Together with CFL cargo and CFL Multimodal, Mars Logistics has
just launched a combined shuttle train between Bettembourg (Luxembourg) and Trieste (Italy). These
trains transport goods that arrive from Turkey by sea and thus connect the European and Asian
continents. This project is a significant contribution to the development of Luxembourg as a logistics
hub in Europe.
Read more…

Good things are worth waiting for
According to Luc Frieden, Luxembourg Minister of Finance, a European banking union only makes
sense in combination with a European resolution system and a deposit guarantee scheme. The
banking union will likely be implemented in January 2014. “Today, the supervision of European banks
is very good, but we can improve it”, said the Minister. He underlined that more fiscal and economic
integration is needed in order to deepen Europe’s unity. Solving the problems of European Member
States is currently a priority. Eurobonds would be a logical next step following the implementation of
financial integration.
Read more…
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New dedicated Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals Handling Center in Luxembourg
Handling of pharmaceuticals requires particular attention. As a longtime professional handling agent
of temperature sensitive cargo, LuxairCARGO has initiated a significant capacity enlargement.
Currently under construction, operations in the new Healthcare & Pharmaceuticals Center will
commence in spring 2013. The new infrastructure of 3.000 m2 offers two distinct temperature zones
with permanent temperature monitoring and fulfilling all requirements of the World Health
Organization (WHO), IATA and the guidelines for the proper distribution of medicinal products for
human use (GDP).
Read more…

Development of the Biotechnology Sector In Luxembourg

Besides the provision of high quality biospecimens, data and technologies, one key mission of IBBL
(Integrated BioBank of Luxembourg) is to catalyse partnerships and help attract economic activity to
Luxembourg. Its latest contribution is the strategic agreement with WaferGen Biosystems, Inc.,
bringing advanced gene analysis technology to Luxembourg and Europe. Deciphering the human
genome has opened the door to a new healthcare concept in which diseases are understood at the
molecular level, providing potential for patients to be diagnosed and treated more precisely based on
their genetic profile.
Read more…

LuxFLAG labels much sought after
The Luxembourg Fund Labelling Agency LuxFLAG has granted the LuxFLAG Environment Label to two
new Environment Funds. These are the Living Planet Fund - Global Environment and Parvest Global
Environment. Moreover, one new Microfinance Investment Vehicle (MIV) - Capital Gestion
Microfinance Fund, has been granted the LuxFLAG Microfinance Label.
Read more…
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SPECIAL FOCUS: ICT IN LUXEMBOURG

National hub of FuturICT established in Luxembourg

More about the Project

FuturICT is a European consortium gathering more than 1000 researchers all over Europe. The 10
years research programme aims at combining expertise across domains in order to make use of Big
Data and available ICT and to foresee the co-evolution of ICT and society. Luxembourg is now part of
this European flagship project. Public Research Centre Henri Tudor coordinates the research
activities covered by Luxembourgish research institutions and industrial partners. It is supported by
the University of Luxembourg, Luxinnovation, SnT and the Public Research Centre
Gabriel Lippmann

Luxembourg joins the fibre elite
Luxembourg is now included in the European FTTH Ranking which ranks the 22 FTTH economies
where more than 1% of the households have a fibre connection. With a fibre subscriber penetration
of 1.46%, Luxembourg appears for the first time in the ranking. The study also points out the
Luxembourg Government objectives: "to pass 80% of all homes with 100Mbps by the end of 2013,
and 100% of homes by the end of 2015." The FTTH Council Europe is an industry organisation with a
mission to accelerate the availability of fibre-based, ultra-high-speed access networks to consumers
and businesses.
Read more…

Data centre Europe
Luxembourg boasts one of the most modern data centre parks in Europe with low latency connections
to all of the major European Internet hubs. It has some 20 data centres in operation, totalling a net floor
space of over 40,000 m2 (over 440,000 ft2). Luxembourg has thus positioned itself as a leading data
centre marketplace in Europe, surpassing cities like Stockholm or Brussels with regards to shared IT
Rooms. With a surface of 2,586 km2 (999 square miles) and only 500,000 habitants, Luxembourg has
probably one of the highest data centre densities in Europe and the world.
Read more…
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Luxembourg: A Most Advanced ICT Environment and the Perfect Gateway to the Major
European Multimedia, Communications and IT Markets.

Leading the way in ICT
security

With its first-class infrastructure and telecommunication networks, as well as a culture of trust and
security reflected by an appropriate legal framework, Luxembourg thrives as the ideal place to serve
as a global hub for digital content distribution (music, video, games); electronic data archiving and
management; online selling platforms; communications services; cloud services (SaaS, PaaS, IaaS);
electronic payment systems and support services. A most advanced ICT environment in
Luxembourg offers excellent international and national connectivity with redundant high-speed
connections (fibre optic networks to all major European POPs), satellite connectivity (SES) and
internet exchange point (LU-CIX), state of the art infrastructures (secure IT environment –
LUXTRUST) and high level data centres.

For more information on ICT in Luxembourg
Follow the links….

ICT Luxembourg

Luxembourg for business
proud to promote ICT

Download a pdf brochure
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CONSULAR AFFAIRS
Visas for residents in Turkey
Visas for residents in Turkey are currently issued by the Embassy of Luxembourg in Ankara, in
cooperation with the external service provider IKS located in Istanbul.
Applicants for a Schengen visa or residence permit in Luxembourg can directly contact the consular
offices in Ankara or IKS in Istanbul (Tel: 0212 340 56 52) in order to fix an appointment.
Details regarding the application procedures can be found at:
http://ankara.mae.lu/tr/VIZE-Konsolosluk-Hizmetleri/Tuerk-Vatandaslari-VIZE

New Honorary Consulate in Antalya is inaugurated
The ceremony for the inauguration of the honorary consulate took place on October 17, 2012.
Speaking at the ceremony, Deputy Undersecretary of the Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism
Kemal Fahir Genc stated that they expected a high number of tourists from Luxembourg to visit
Antalya. Also speaking at the ceremony, Luxembourg's Ambassador in Ankara, Arlette Conzemius,
said that their honorary consulate general in Antalya was the third one in Turkey after Istanbul and
Izmir. "Antalya and its region are an important destination for Luxembourg. In recent years, direct
flights from Luxembourg to Antalya began, bringing more tourists from Luxembourg," Conzemius
said.
For more information about the new Honorary Consulate in Antalya, please visit:
http://ankara.mae.lu/en/News/New-Honorary-Consulate-in-Antalya-is-inaugurated

CULTURE
MUDAM – Contemporary art in Luxembourg
Mudam is the foremost museum dedicated to contemporary art in Luxembourg, and strives to be
attentive to every discipline and open to the whole world. Its collection and programme reflect
current artistic trends and appreciate the emergence of new artistic practices on a national and
international scale. The Mudam Collection bears witness to contemporary creation in all its technical
and aesthetic forms, while remaining open to every other artistic discipline: painting, drawing,
sculpture, photography, as well as design, fashion, graphic design and new media are all put on show.
Mudam lives this adventure in relation with its public. The last-mentioned are invited to shed all
preconceptions before entering the museum, to rid themselves of any prejudices and to apprehend
art with a renewed look and in complete freedom.
Read more…
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TOURISM
Please… Visitluxembourg.com
On 10 October, the Minister of Tourism and the National Tourist Board (ONT) launched a new website
focusing on tourism in Luxembourg. “visitluxembourg.com” is an interactive platform including all the
information you need if you want to visit the Grand-Duchy of Luxembourg, being it for leisure or for
business. It covers a variety of activities such as culture, food and lodging or outdoor activities. It offers a
large number of facts and relevant links related to the tourism sector in Luxembourg and in the
bordering region.
More details can be found on www.visitluxembourg.com

FUTURE EVENTS
LU-CIX to organize Luxembourg-gaming.com
LU-CIX, the Luxembourg commercial Internet exchange, will host on 14 November 2012 LuxembourgGaming.com, an online gaming, digital entertainment and ICT event. More than 50 exhibitors from
online gaming and related industries will showcase their latest developments, trends and products to
an expected 500 visitors at the Lux-Expo Conference Center at Luxembourg-Kirchberg.
Read more…
First Start-up Weekend Luxembourg
Start-up Weekend Luxembourg will connect local entrepreneurs, developers, designers and start-up
enthusiasts with mentors and resources at its first event from 16 to 18 November 2012. Throughout
the course of this 54-hour event, attendees will share ideas, form teams, and launch start-ups. Here’s
how it works: on Friday evening every attendee has the opportunity to pitch an idea, then all attendees
vote and teams form to work on selected ideas. Coaches help teams on Saturday and Sunday to
develop their ideas into promising businesses. At the end of the weekend teams present their work
and a Jury awards the best projects. Start-up Weekend Luxembourg will be held at the new
Technoport building in Belval. Up to 80 participants are expected and registration is now open.
Read more…

LINKS: For more information on business and finance in Luxembourg, please visit:

